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For many Moroccan working women, managing to take care of their homes and keeping their jobs at the same time occurs at the expense of time and peace of mind. They feel they are in a rush and are under pressure. While women have acquired some freedom in the working environment, attitudes have not changed as regards the role of a woman within the family. The equality they seek has not yet been achieved on the domestic front. However, generalisations should be avoided, since an increasing number of young husbands are attempting to counter tradition by helping their wives perform daily tasks.

"Women have more responsibility than men. When men come home, they relax, whereas women must cook and take care of the house and children on their own. Women have gained freedom, but attitudes have not changed accordingly, as men still hold the same old view. Equality must come about in the home," said bank clerk Halima Bernoussi. 

A similar view is shared by a number of women who accept their unpleasant daily lives with resignation. They blame the hypocrisy of Moroccan society in this respect. Fatima M. said that tradition has a great influence on men’s attitudes and that only women themselves can change this. In her view, they must teach their children that boys and girls are equal so that the future will be different. "In Morocco, it's still taboo for a man to help his wife with the cooking. Others take a ruthless view on this. Often, even those who help their wives with household tasks avoid doing so in front of other people," she said. 

Siham M., a public-sector worker, said that the mothers of the future will face less stress, since the way in which children are being brought up is changing. The mother of two boys and a girl, she tries to teach her children the importance of equality in the home: "I treat my boys and my daughter just the same. I involve all of them in the housework. In future, I think my sons will help their wives." 

Women's arrival in the workplace has enabled them to broaden their horizons and improve their skills, said Rachida B. Society, she said, values women's role in development, but the cultural system retains a strong presence with regard to traditional roles. She concluded that the state should play a greater role in boosting equality. 

Many men oppose the notion that women are victims, said teacher Hicham Choubami. "Women's access to jobs has enabled them to strengthen their position both in society and at home," Choubami noted. He claims that men are increasingly helping their wives go about household chores. "The attitude of Moroccans is changing. Women should not make a drama out of the situation. It's simply a question of organisation." 

Hakima E., a nurse, agrees. She said that women must organise their time so that they do not fall victim to daily pressures. In her opinion, discussing this subject with their husbands should help women. "At first, my husband didn't help me; I had to do everything myself," she said. "When I talked things over with him, I persuaded him to get more involved around the house for the happiness of our family." 

I. COMPREHENSION             (15 points)

                                    BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT.
A. CHOOSE THE BEST TITLE FOR THE TEXT                                                           (1 pt)
   1. Women at work 

   2. Men’s attitude towards working women

   3. The attitude of society towards working women

B. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.                                                                                    (4 pts)  
 1. Do all men stick to tradition and so refuse to help their wives with household tasks?  Explain.
 2. Why is it difficult to change men’s attitudes towards domestic tasks?

 3.  What have women benefited from work outside the home?

C. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY                                           (3 pt)
1.  Working women are more likely to suffer from stress.  

2.  The husband of a working woman works as much as his wife.

3.  Men who accept to help with the housework do it secretly.

D. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES                                                              (2 pts)
1. Siham’s children will help their wives with the housework because …………………….………..

2. According to Hakima, if women do not ……………………………., they will suffer from stress.

E. FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS WHICH MEAN THE SAME AS:  (3 pts)
    1.  trying   ( parag. 1)         2.    educated ( parag. 4)                   3. convinced (parag. 7)                                

F. WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?                          (2 pts) 

     1. they : ……………………………                      2. all of them: ………………..………
II. LANGUAGE       (15 POINTS)

A. FILL IN EACH GAP WITH AN APPROPRIATE COLLOCATION                                 (2 pts)
         brain drain   -    generation gap  -    sustainable development     -     cultural diversity
1.  A large meeting was held with the aim of promoting ………………… to enable Morocco to catch up with other powerful countries. 

2.  Morocco has suffered a huge ……………… in recent years. Many skilled people left their country of origin to another.

B. FILL IN EACH GAP WITH AN APPROPRIATE WORD FROM THE LIST                   (2 pts)
         Available   –  prosperity   –   priority   –    harmful     –      mutual 
  1. People in rural areas give ……….…….. to the education of boys rather that of girls.

  2. A country’s future ……………… depends on the quality of education of its people.

C. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE RIGHT WORDS FROM THE LIST                          (2 pts)  
                    who – where  -  which  -  when - whose 
    1. The lawyer …….….….. defended the ill-treated maid is a member of  a famous NGO.

    2. Siham ……………. children are brought up equally is optimistic about women’s future.

D. REWRITE THESE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS GIVEN                 (3 pts) 
  1. The Times conducted a survey on women’s equality at home.

       -  A survey ………………………………………………………………………..………..

  2. A journalist asked a working woman: “does your husband help you with the housework?”

      -  A journalist asked a working woman ……………………………………………….…….    

  3. Ali treated his wife badly. His wife asked for divorce.

       -  If Ali ……………………………………..………, …………………………….……....

E. PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE      (2 pts)
 1. A new nationwide poll shows that in a few years’ time, women (achieve) ………………. equal rights as men.

 2. Before Halima got home, her husband (already / prepare) ………………………. lunch.

F. WHAT DOES EACH SENTENCE EXPRESS?                                                       (2 pts)
	1. Halima has been working very hard these days. She must be very tired. 

	a. probability

	
	b. certainty

	2. I can’t say for certain that things have changed a lot for women.             

	c. advising

	
	d. uncertainty


G. JOIN THE PAIRS OF SENTENCES WITH THE LINKING WORDS GIVEN (2 pts)
1. Our society is still male-dominated. Yet some men try to change their attitudes towards career women.

     - Although …………………………………………………………..………………………..

2. Halima got a promotion since she worked hard.

    - Thanks to ………..…………………………, …………………………….…………………

III. WRITING               (10 POINTS)

          Your friend has just graduated from one of the best Moroccan institutions and has decided to immigrate to Europe.

