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           Meriem and her friends, while washing their families’ clothes in a river near their rural homes, used to dream about having a romantic wedding someday. Her fairy tale would turn into a nightmare when she was 14 years old, however, when her father decided to give her away in marriage.

         In spite of her young age, she thought that her fiancé was better than everything she had ever imagined. He was not too much older – only 25 – and capable of starting a new family. While her family was poor, he could also provide well for them.

            Her rosy dreams quickly faded. “He thought he had acquired a maid”, Meriem said. She continued, “Although I’m illiterate, I had tender feelings and emotions. I thought I would live in love with my husband, in whose eyes I saw looks of admiration. But less than two months after our marriage, I started to suffer from his bad treatment, with no regard for my slim body. I had to serve his peasant parents as they were providing us with food and housing. I had to do all the household jobs and perform my married life duties towards him and his family at any time they wanted.”

             Meriem endured that for a while. Later, when she escaped to her parents’ house, she was surprised to find out she was expecting a baby. However, as her marriage was not registered in a civil contract, the father easily denied fathering the baby she was carrying. Meriem now lives in uncertain conditions. She is neither married nor divorced, and she is taking care of her child all alone.

              Cases similar to Meriem are numerous in our country, especially in rural areas. Most of the girls who get married despite their young age are forced to do that. This breaks one of the principles of the Moroccan Family Code(Modawana) which puts women on a more equal footing with their husbands, notably raising the age at which girls can legally marry from 15 to 18 and giving wives “joint responsibility” with their husbands in family matters.  

             Regardless of what the reasons of underage marriage are, it must be stopped. The whole society should reject such a behaviour which can bring about difficult problems for the Moroccan family.

           But a question still remains: will Meriem and her child be able to enjoy the rights the code has made possible for her and thousands of other girls in our country? It’s not enough to have a new family code. What we need is a new and a right implementation of it.

I. COMPREHENSION             ( 15 points)

                                    BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT.
A. CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER                                                                           (1 pt)
The writer’s attitude towards Meriem’s underage marriage is 

   a. supportive

   b. unsupportive

   c. neutral

B. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.                                                                      (4 pts)  
 1. How did Meriem expect her married life to be? 
 2. Why was Meriem obliged to serve her husband’s parents as well?

 3. Why didn’t Meriem’s dream come true?

 4. In what way does Meriem’s case break one of the principles of the new Modawana?
C. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY                           (3 pt)

 1. At first; Meriem liked her fiancé.     

 2. Meriem was well treated by her husband.

 3. Meriem’s husband admitted that he was the father of her son.
D. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES                                             (2 pts)

 1. Underage marriage practices are particularly frequent in …………………..…… 

 2. Meriem didn’t know she was going to have a baby until ………………………..
E. FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS WHICH MEAN THE SAME AS:  (3 pts)

    1.  disappeared   (parag 3)         2.  responsibilities  (parag 3)                   3. ran away (parag 4)                                

F. WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?                    (2 pts)
     1.  them                            2.  such a behaviour  
II. LANGUAGE       ( 15 POINTS)
A. FILL IN EACH GAP WITH AN APPROPRIATE COLLOCATION                        (2 pts)

          adult illiteracy  -  generation gap  - gender gap -  cultural diversity
1.  Children’s use of modern information technologies has widened the …………………. between them

     and their parents .
2.  The problem of ………………… can be solved through non formal education.

B. FILL IN EACH GAP WITH AN APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LIST             ( 2 pts)

         available – backgrounds – empower – harmful – mutual 

  1. As their ……………. are different, their marriage will never work.

  2. Meriem didn’t benefit from any formal education because schools weren’t …………….. in her village.

C. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE RIGHT WORDS FROM THE LIST                    (2 pts)   

                    who – where  -  which  -  when - whose 

    1. Developed countries attract skilled people ………… qualifications in sciences are very high.

    2. The school ……… was built by local volunteers is being reconstructed.

D. REWRITE THESE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS GIVEN              (3 pts) 
   1. “Did you have enough rest yesterday?”
         Laura asked her friend …………………………………………………………..

  2. I have to send the job application form before Monday. 
         The job application form ……………………………….   

  3. I took up smoking at an early age.

        I wish………………………………………………. .
E. PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSES                     (2 pts)

  1. When Fatima joined the literacy class in her neighbourhood, she wasn’t altogether illiterate. She (received / already) ………………some basic education.

  2. Women are improving remarkably in all domains. By the next decade, they (achieve) ……………. More progress.

F. MATCH EACH EXPRESSION WITH ITS APPROPRIATE FUNCTION                        (2 pts)

	Expressions
	Functions



	1. If I were you, I wouldn’t miss this opportunity.

2. I don’t know how to say this, but your throwing garbage in the street is annoying.
	a. complaining

b. suggesting 

c. advising

d. apologising


G. JOIN THE PAIRS OF SENTENCES WITH THE LINKING WORDS GIVEN             (2 pts)
1. Governments wants to fight illiteracy. They invest much in education. 
- …………………………………so as to …………………………

2. Illiteracy rates are very high. As a result, many bad practices are still frequent in our society.

 - Due to…………………………………, ………………………………………………
III. WRITING               (10 POINTS)

               Write an article to your school magazine about the reasons of underage marriage and the effect this can have on women’s lives and their families.      
                                                                                                (Approximately 250 words)                                                                                                                           
