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Common questions about language learning

a. What are some strategies for language learning?

b. What is the best way to learn a language? 

c. What should I do when I don’t understand something? 

d. Can adults learn foreign language?

e. Can I avoid making mistakes? 

1………………………………………………? 

It is commonly thought that children are the best language learners, and that it is very difficult, if not impossible, for older people to learn a new language. In fact, that is not true. Research shows that there is no decline in the ability to learn as people get older. Except in the case of hearing or vision loss, the age of the adult learner is not a major factor in their ability to learn a new language.

In some way, adults are better language than children. Adults have developed learning strategies and have more experience in learning. Children give the appearance of learning languages more easily because they are better at pronouncing them. Adults almost always have a foreign accent when they learn a new language, while children are not. The most important factor is not the teacher or the course. The most important factor is you, the learner, and your contribution to the process of learning. Your motivation, your reason for learning the language, your need to communicate and your attitude are all important; we also expect a little from children. When they learn a little, we are pleased, adults, though have high expectations of themselves and others as language learners, and easily become discouraged if they do not learn rapidly. 

2…………………………………………………..?

There is no “one and only” way that works for every body. Learning a language is a highly individual process and consists of a combination of factors. It helps a lot if you try to find opportunities to practice the language, especially speaking and listening, shyness and fear of using the new language can considerably slow you learning progress.

3……………………………………..;? 

One of the biggest problems that language learners must solve is their hesitancy to make mistakes. You naturally want to express yourself well; but the truth is there is no way to learn a language without making plenty of mistakes. You must practice to learn and when you practice you will make errors. But usually people can still understand you even with some mistakes and the more you speak the better your foreign language becomes.

4……………………………………….? 

Guessing is a very important part of foreign language learning. Even advanced learners depend on guessing. Therefore, do not get discouraged or frustrated when your guess is wrong. After some practice you will find that it is not necessary to get the meaning of every single word or phrase in order to understand the message. Use the context and the speaker’s intention to guess right. If you do not understand, ask for clarification of words or phrases which are not clear.  

5…………………………………………………? 

Many strategies are helpful in learning a foreign language. For examples, in order to memorize new words you repeat them aloud or you associate them with images in you mind.  Control your own learning, your teacher your text book and cassettes are valuable aids but the major responsibility rest with you and always remember the following: 

a. learn language by using it

b. know  you errors and mistakes 

c. encourage yourself and reward your efforts 

d. experiment with the new language   

I. COMPREHENSION
READ THE TEXT ABOVE AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

1. Match the subtitles with the right paragraph?

2. Are children better than adults at language learning? why or why not ?

3. What is the writer’s attitude towards making mistakes when learning a foreign language?

SAY IF THE SENTENCES ARE TRUE OR FALSE AND JUSTIFY 

1. The writer thinks that there is NO ONE BEST way to learn a foreign language.

2. Using context is very helpful in guessing the meaning of words you don’t know. 

3. The writer gives no examples of what he calls learning strategies.

WHAT DO THE FOLLOWING WORDS REFER TO IN THE TEXT:  

That……………….. ; they……….………; them…………………? 

II-LANGUAGE: (15 PTS) 

FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PREPOSITON FROM THE LIST. (2 PTS) 

(Up, across, along, in, on,)


1- Friends should get ……………………………………..with each other whatever the problem may be. 

2- Japanese people keep ……….. working even if they have holidays. 
 
A- FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORD FROM THE LIST. (2 PTS) 

(autonomy, capacity, admission, find out, Patience) 

1- Scientific literacy is the …………… to ask and answer questions logically and systematically. 

2- An opinion poll seeks to ………………. what people think about a specific issue. 

3- The standard of living of the immigrants is generally below that of the nationals…………………... 

4- 0ne must show ……………………….. in resolving problems. 

A- PUT THE WORDS IN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT FORM. (3 PTS) 

1- It's (moral) 
to refuse to help others. 

2- (Happy) 
.is a state of mind not a material condition. 

3- True (citizen) 
means loving one's community and one's environment. 

B- C- PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE. (3 PTS) 

1- If he had trained very well, he (win) 
the match. 

2- By next month, I (complete)
reading my second novel. 

3- He (visit) ……………… Fez, before he came here in 2003.

C- D- REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING THE WORDS GIVEN.(3 PTS)

1. “How about seeing a movie this evening,” Amine said. 

- Amine suggested 
……………

2. Although they had big sums of money in banks, they couldn't determine the cause of the crisis.

-They couldn't determine the cause of the disaster despite …………………………………………………

3. He didn't turn on the light. He didn't want to be seen. 

- In order ……………………………...…………………………………………………………………

D- E-COMPLETE THESE EXCHANGES: (2 PTS) 
ALI: I've got my certificate in English. 

YOU: ............................................................................................................. (Respond to the news).

YOUR FRIEND: can I use your pen for a while, please?

YOU: ……………………………………………………………………………. (refuse the request)

E- Writing 

Write a paragraph to your class magazine about the importance of learning a foreign language like English? How is learning English going to help you in your future life?  

Remember
·  To write a topic sentence and enough relevant and clear supporting details /or examples.
· Brainstorm, organise then write.
